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when we witness a great actor musician or sportsperson performing we share
something of their experience it become clear just how this sharing of experience is
realised within the human brain this text provides an accessible overview of mirror
neurons written by the man who first discovered them

the book questions two key dichotomies that of the apparent and real and that of the
internal and external this leads to revised notions of the structure of experience and
the object of knowledge our world is experienced as possibilities of action and to
know is to know what to do a further consequence is that the mind is best considered
as a property of organisms interactions with their environment the unit of analysis is
the loop of action and perception and the central concept is the notion of habit of
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action which provides the embodied basis of cognition as the anticipation of action
this holds for non linguistic tacit meanings as well as for linguistic meanings habit of
action is a teleological notion and thus opens a possibility for defining intentionality
and normativity in terms of the soft naturalism adopted in the book the mind is
embodied and this embodiment determines our physical perspective on the world our
sensory organs and other instruments give us instrumental access to the world and
this access is epistemic in character the distinction between the physical and
conceptual viewpoint allows us to define truth as the correspondence with operational
fit this embodied epistemic truth is however not a sign of antirealism as the
instrumentally accessed theoretical objects are precisely those objects that
experimental science deals with

this book on consciousness spans the relation of individuals with the world and the
individual s constitution at different organizational levels covering a diversity of
perspectives and presenting a theoretical synthesis the book will stimulate the
current debate on the nature of consciousness strengthening a more systematic
approach to the phenomenon

mirroring brains combines neuroscience psychology and philosophy to provide a
comprehensive account of one of the most intriguing discoveries of the last 30 years
the discovery of mirror neurons these neurons are characterized by firing both when
someone performs an action and also when they observe the same action being
performed by others whereas it was widely regarded as characteristic of only a small
subset of neurons recent discoveries have shown that the mirror property is a
fundamental principle of the functioning of the whole brain exploring this discovery
rizzolatti and sinigaglia explain how we are able to immediately understand others
actions and emotions providing a deeper understanding of how we relate to each
other and introducing the idea of understanding from the inside mirroring brains
provides a new interpretation of the property and function of mirror neurons allowing
readers an insight into a fundamental principle of brain function rizzolatti and
sinigaglia provide a rich survey of the main neuronal and psychological findings
concerning the mirror mechanism plus an extensive discussion of its potential role in
social cognition it is an essential read for neuroscientists psychologists philosophers
sociologists and anyone who is interested in understanding how we relate to each
other

this book collates the most up to date evidence from behavioural brain imagery and
stroke patient studies to discuss the ways in which cognitive and neural processes are
responsible for language processing divided into six sections the edited volume
presents arguments from evolutionist developmental behavioural and neurobiological
perspectives all of which point to a strong relationship between action and language it
provides a scientific basis for a new theoretical approach to language evolution
acquisition and use in humans whilst at the same time assessing current debates on
motor system s contribution to the emergence of language acquisition perception and
production the chapters have been written by internationally acknowledged
researchers from a variety of disciplines and as such this book will be of great interest
to academics students and professionals in the areas of cognitive psychology
neuropsychology neuroscience psycholinguistics and philosophy

critical neuroscience a handbook of the social and cultural contexts of neuroscience
brings together multi disciplinary scholars from around the world to explore key
social historical and philosophical studies of neuroscience and to analyze the socio
cultural implications of recent advances in the field this text s original
interdisciplinary approach explores the creative potential for engaging experimental
neuroscience with social studies of neuroscience while furthering the dialogue
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between neuroscience and the disciplines of the social sciences and humanities
critical neuroscience transcends traditional skepticism introducing novel ideas about
how to be critical in and about science

this book covers recent advances in the understanding of brain structure function and
disorders based on the fundamental principles of physics it covers a broad range of
physical phenomena occurring in the brain circuits for perception cognition emotion
and action representing the building blocks of the mind it provides novel insights into
the devastating brain disorders of the mind such as schizophrenia dementia autism
aging or addictions as well as into the new devices for brain repair the book is aimed
at basic researchers in the fields of neuroscience physics biophysics and clinicians in
the fields of neurology neurosurgery psychology psychiatry

this illuminating study addressed both to readers new to jung and to those already
familiar with his work offers fresh insights into a fundamental concept of analytical
psychology anatomizing jung s concept of possession reinvests jungian psychotherapy
with its positive potential for practice analogizing the concept lining it up
comparatively beside the history of religion anthropology psychiatry and even drama
and film criticism offers not a naive syncretism but enlightening possibilities along the
borders of these diverse disciplines an original wide ranging exploration of
phenomena both ancient and modern this book offers a conceptual bridge between
psychology and anthropology it challenges psychiatry to culturally contextualize its
diagnostic manual and it posits a much more fluid pluralistic and embodied notion of

selfhood
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